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of religion. There is, as has been said, a disposition
to pass by it, and to construct a religion without
miracles. The thing is conceivable. We can take
what are as a matter of fact the moral results of
Christianity, and of that singular power with which it
has presided over the improvement of mankind, and
alloying and qualifying them with other elements, not
on the face of the matter its products, yet in many
cases indirectly connected with its working, form
something which we may acknowledge as a rule of
life, and which may satisfy our inextinguishable
longings after the unseen and eternal. It is true that
such a religion presupposes Christianity, to which it
owes its best and noblest features, and that, as far as
we can see, it is inconceivable if Christianity had not
first been. Still, we may say that alchemy preceded
chemistry, and was not the more true for being the
step to what is true. But what we cannot say of
such a religion is that it takes the place of Christi-
anity, and is such a religion as Christianity has been
and claims to be. There must ever be all the differ-
ence in the world between a religion which is or
professes to be a revelation, and one which cannot
be called such. For a revelation is a direct work and
message of God; but that which is the result of a
process and progress of finding out the truth by the
experience of ages, or ot correcting mistakes, laying
aside superstitions and gradually reducing the gross
mass of belief to its essential truth, is simply on a level
with all other human knowledge, and, as it is about